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Disclosure Document – Honors Biology 

2015-2016
Teacher: Doug Jorgensen

Classroom: D201

Phone: 484-4343 ext. 246 (s)   
E-mail: doug.jorgensen@slcschools.org
801-467-3098 (h)


Consultation: A-7, or after school
801-386-0848 (c)

 
Website: dougjorgensen.weebly.com
Teacher Philosophy
The teacher and student work together to make the school experience educational, beneficial, and enjoyable.  The teacher has the responsibility to be prepared to facilitate learning.  The student has the responsibility to come to school ready to learn, complete assignments and willing to participate in the education process.

It is the teacher's belief that students have the ability to progress, to make changes, and to evolve into a more enhanced individual.  The student has control over his/her behavior and learning.  The teacher and student have the ability and the opportunity to consistently show, develop, and promote respect for others.

Course Description:
This course is designed to be an in-depth coverage and functional introduction to the basic concepts of biology.  The course includes lessons, discussions, and lab experiments that introduce the student to principles of cell function, heredity, biological diversity, evolution, and ecology.

Course Objectives:
The objectives of this course will be aligned with the objectives of the state core curriculum, to include:

1. Students will summarize the function of atoms and molecules in the chemistry of cells.

2. Students will understand the classification and function of cells.

3. Students will analyze how genetic information is passed from one cell to another.

4. Student will evaluate the significance and impact of genetic alteration on living organisms.

5. Students will understand concepts of biological diversity.

6. Students will understand the processes of evolution.

7. Students will analyze characteristics of ecosystems.

8. Students will investigate the interdependence of organisms with each other and with their environment.

Instructional Time line
First term theme: Cell structure and function.  This will include discussions regarding cell structure and function, cell chemistry, cell classification, photosynthesis, respiration, and environmental impacts on the cell. 
Second term theme: Heredity.  This will include discussion of genetics, cellular reproduction, DNA, DNA replication, mutations and biotechnology.

Third term theme: Diversity & Evolution.  This will include discussion regarding classification of organisms, bio-diversity, natural selection, and extinction.

Fourth term theme: Ecology.  This will include discussion regarding ecosystems, matter and energy flow, relationships with the environment, and human impact on ecosystems.
Instructional Materials and Methods
The textbook to be used is Holt – Modern Biology. Additional instructional materials will include the use of; Multi-media presentations, various biology related web sites, overhead transparencies, guest speakers, district approved movies, and laboratory experiments.  Parents are invited to review/preview any instructional materials.

We will be using the computer labs and the Internet at various times during the school year. Each student will need to have a signed Acceptable Use Permit (AUP) - an AUP should have been completed at registration. If possible, it will be helpful for students (but not required) to have their own email account or access to a parent’s account.  

We will be using C-201 for our lab this year. Lab work is a privilege and an essential part of the curriculum. Proper conduct is essential in the lab. Your lab fee of $15.00 should have been paid at registration. If not, pay it to the treasurer and show me the receipt. We have eye protection for every student but are short on lab coats. If you know of someone who can donate a lab coat or two please let me know. Also, each student will need to have a lab book. The lab book is available at Office Depot for about $2.00.
Grading Procedures
Student learning will be assessed through daily assignments, lab reports, quizzes, and tests. Each student will also be given credit for attendance and participation. Each term there will also be a special project that will be evaluated accordingly. Grading will be basically as follows:

A tiny insight to the four point scale can been seen at - http://mymassp.com/content/challenging_grading_paradigm_part_3  
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Points



Grading Scale
Assignments/Labs

4 x 6

90 -100% = A

70 - 779% = C

Quizzes


4 x 6



Project



4 x 4








Letters



4 x 6

80 - 89% = B

60 - 69% = D

Attend/Participation

4 x 6





< 60%    = I or F*
___

Total



106
*I = incomplete – student may complete the assignment

 F = Failure - The student will receive a failing grade.

Make-up work
Make-up work will be allowed for excused absences only. An excused absence will follow the guidelines in the Highland High School Handbook. Make-up work needs to be turned in within 2 school days after the absence. All assignments turned in late will have 25% of the overall grade deducted for each school day the assignment is overdue.  Attendance and participation grades may be recovered by the student devising an assignment of his/her own design on a topic that was covered on the day missed. This assignment has to be approved by the teacher. Again, there will be no make up work for an unexcused absence. 
Late Work

Please turn your work in on time. Assignments turned in one day late, (that is one week day) will be worth 75%, two days late 50%, three days late 25%, four days late - you get 1 point.  Just get it in on time and you won’t have to worry about all this.
Extra Credit Work
Extra credit work will be an option for students who have completed all assignments. It is not a substitution for missed assignments. Extra credit work will include a project that the student has designed to cover a topic that has been approved by the teacher.  A final grade may not be raised higher than a fourth of a letter grade by extra credit work. Just do your best work and get all of your assignments turned in and on time and chances are that you will not need any extra credit.
Checking Grades


Grades will be updated weekly and will be visible through the district grading program for students and parents to view via the internet. Please keep in mind that essays and other large assignments take a lot of time to grade, therefore, they may not be on Power School for a week or so. Always feel free to come in and talk about your grade. 
A Special Note: (Oh oh, I feel some negative vibes coming…)

We teachers know that you have a lot to do and that high school can be overwhelming. However, you are now in an honors class and this and your other classes require a large amount of self-discipline and self- motivation, that is simply the nature of high school. Hence, you will need to work on this and most other classes every night.  Please do your work and do your work on time. You will have deadlines and are expected to have your work done by those deadlines. 
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Also, each year there are some students who think they can mess around, turn in their work late and then make up assignments at the end of the term. Sorry, this will not happen, I will not let you make up forgotten assignments, re-do assignments or quizzes, especially not if you have been messing around. If you have a 4.0 and the “C” you just earned in my class because you didn’t take it seriously just ruined your GPA, well, that was not my fault - your actions determine your grade. I do not give you a grade – you earn your grade.  Just do your work, work hard, have fun, but be in control and be responsible. You are going to do well. 
Behavior, Attendance, Citizenship and Misc. Policies
· All students will be expected to attend class daily, and come to class prepared to learn. Each student will be expected to act in a manner that will not inhibit learning.  Excessive tardiness or disruptive behavior will result in conferencing first with the student, then with the parent or guardian, and, as a last resort, with administration.  Citizenship is not required by the school district however, I still give a citizenship grade. Citizenship will be determined on attendance, class participation, and overall behavior, and will be aligned with the school policies. 

· The school dress code will be enforced. 

· Food is not allowed in class. A water bottle is fine, but no other drinks.

· Please, no food or drinks of any kind in the labs.

· Due to problems surrounding gang related clothing and distraction to learning, a policy of no head coverings in the classroom will be imposed.  Head coverings, (i.e. hats, bandanas, stocking, hair nets, etc.) other than those worn for religious purposes, are not allowed in class. 

· Please, no personal listening devices during class. If you have headphones or earphones (or whatever they are called nowadays) showing anywhere, the teacher has the right and duty to take them. Your parent can come pick them up from the office. No, you can’t use them while you are working alone.  In connection with the use of ear buds you may want to read the report at http://gilmore2.chem.northwestern.edu/articles/hearing_art.htm
· Cell phones are to be put away during class. I realize some of you may use your phone as a calendar and put in assignments, that’s ok. But please no calls or texting. The teacher will confiscate the phone if it is used inappropriately during class. If your phone is confiscated due to your misuse your parent can pick it up in the office after school. 
· Speaking of phones please check out this link regarding phone addiction ->http://psychcentral.com/lib/coping-with-cell-phone-addiction/ 
· No cards during class. (Deal me in during lunch.)

· Please, no personal listening devices during class or cell phones during class. Didn’t I just say that? No, not even when you are just sitting there waiting.
· Use positive language.  Repetitive swearing (two warnings) or one use of the “F” word will bring an automatic administrative ”U” for the term and a conference with administration.  Plus I will be terribly disappointed. Feel free to check out this site: http://www.apa.org/topics/anger/control.aspx# 
· Please show ultimate respect for fellow students and towards the teacher.

· All students will be expected to follow the proper student code of conduct as outlined in the Highland High School Handbook.  

· The teacher reserves the right to confiscate phones, hand held devices, listening devices, and any other items that are a distraction to the learning process.

· Whoa – wait a sec… Sorry about all the negative stuff. Usually we have no problems. However, these rules are necessary for the few people who mess things up for the rest of us who are trying to do what we are supposed to. Let’s try some positive things here:

· Do have fun. Science can be really cool! (But be in control.) 

· Talk and laugh before the bell rings and at appropriate times in class. (But be in control.) Check this out => http://women.webmd.com/guide/give-your-body-boost-with-laughter
· Help the person next to you. (Except on quizzes)

· Participate. This class is what you make it. It can be the most boring class in the world or the most exciting. See what you can do to make it the best.

Human Sexuality & Reproduction

 Reproduction is a huge theme in biology.  Discussion of reproductive anatomy and reproductive processes in animals will be prevalent throughout the class.  There may be questions that arise about human reproduction. These questions will be answered yet, there will be no specific lessons targeted toward human reproduction or human sexuality.  However, due to the anatomical language used in this class the teacher is required to obtain a consent form from each parent allowing students to be present when reproduction is discussed. That consent form accompanies this disclosure document. For Utah State Law and Policy please see  - > http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/healthpe/Law-Policy.aspx 
Sugarhouse Park
The park gives us great opportunities to observe nature. We will be making periodic trips to Sugarhouse Park to observe, experiment, gather organisms, and collect data. The class will walk to the park together and will always stay together as a group. If any member of the class strays or misbehaves his/her park privilege will be revoked and the student will be given an assignment to be completed in the library under strict supervision. Check out the park website –http://www.sugarhousepark.org
Consultation/Communication
I desire open communication with student, parent, and administration. Please call with any questions or concerns. Email is a great invention - I like to use it. I will be available for student or parent consultation before and after school. If necessary, an appointment can be arranged. 

One note about calling me – I give students my cell phone number in case they need to reach me after hours with a question about an assignment. I will be happy to talk with parents any time regarding your student, your student’s grade or whatever. However, I prefer that your student do not text me or call me on my cell phone about a grade on an assignment or about their overall grade. Please encourage your student to come in and talk with me face to face about their grade or any other important matters.
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Utah State Office of Education    
Parent/Guardian Consent Form
 Human Sexuality Instruction
Name of Student
_______________________________________________

  Parents must receive this form no later than two weeks prior to the beginning of instruction.

	Course:________________________
Teacher(s):______________________________________

School:____________________________
Telephone Number: _________________________________                                                                             


Dear Parent/Guardian:

As part of your child’s education, he/she has enrolled in a course that includes instruction on topics related to human sexuality. You are receiving this consent form because instruction and/or discussion of human sexuality topics are controlled by state law and/or Utah State Board of Education rule. Please read the form carefully, select one option, sign, and return to the teacher identified above.  Your student will not be allowed to participate in class activities without this completed and signed form on file. Thank you.

INFORMATION
All instruction related to human sexuality and/or sexual activity will take place within the context of Utah State Law (53A-13-101) and Utah State Board of Education rule (R277-474) as follows:

$ The public schools will teach sexual abstinence before marriage and fidelity after marriage.

$ There will be prior parental consent before teaching any aspect of contraception and/or condoms.

$ Students will learn about communicable diseases, including those transmitted sexually, and HIV/AIDS.

Program materials and guest speakers supporting instruction on these topics have been reviewed and approved by the local district review committee.

The following are NOT approved by the State Board of Education for instruction and may not be taught:
$ The intricacies of intercourse, sexual stimulation or erotic behavior;

$ The advocacy of homosexuality;

$ The advocacy or encouragement of the use of contraceptive methods or devices;

$ The advocacy of sexual activity outside of marriage.

In accordance with Utah State Board of Education Rule R277-474-6-D, teachers may respond to spontaneous student questions for the purposes of providing accurate data or correcting inaccurate or misleading information or comments made by students in class regarding human sexuality.

  Please choose one option for instruction listed on the reverse side of this page.

DISCLOSURE:

	The curriculum for this course includes instructions and/or discussions about the topics checked in this box:              
                                               **Teacher Use Only**
□   reproductive anatomy and health
□    contraception, including condoms*

□   human reproduction

□    HIV and AIDS (including modes of transmission)

□   information on self-exams

□     sexually transmitted diseases

□   date rape


(terms of a sensitive/explicit nature may be defined)
*Factual, unbiased information about contraception and condoms may be presented as part of this course (only if the box above is checked).  Demonstrations on how to use condoms or any contraceptive means, methods, or devices are prohibited and are NOT authorized.                                                              


Name of Student: ____________________________________________________

                OPTIONS:     Please read and check only one of the following:

Option 1

_______I GRANT permission for my child to participate in the scheduled activities/discussions as described above.
Option 2

_______I GRANT permission for my child to participate in the scheduled activities/discussions as described above, with the exception of _____________________________________. I understand that my child will receive an alternative assignment of equal value and will not attend the regularly scheduled class on the day of this instruction.

My child will be provided a safe, supervised place within the school during the class period(s). It will be his/her responsibility to report to the pre-arranged location, check in with the teacher or supervisor, and submit the completed assignment to the appropriate person.
Option 3

_______Prior to making a decision, I will contact you at the school within the next two weeks to arrange a time to discuss the planned curriculum and/or review the materials.
Option 4

_______I DENY permission for my child to participate in any of the scheduled activities/discussions as checked in the above box. 

I understand that while my child is not involved in the exempted portion of the curriculum, he/she will be provided a safe, supervised place within the school during the class periods and will receive an alternative assignment related to other elements of the course. I shall take responsibility, in cooperation with the teacher and the school, for the student learning the required course material identified on this form (State Board of Education Rule 277-474-5-D).

This consent form may be sent to parents within 2 weeks after the beginning of the course, but not less than 2 weeks prior to instruction of the identified topics.  Under state law, your child cannot participate in the scheduled instructional activity specified above unless and until this signed letter of permission is returned to the teacher identified on this form. Signed forms will be kept on file at the school for a minimum of one year.



PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN


        Curriculum or Board Rules may be read at, or printed from, the Internet at:  www.usoe.org
(Please sign, then detach this sheet and return to the teacher)

Student Name (printed) ________________________________
Period # _____________

I have signed the human sexuality consent form.

Yes ________


No _______

I have read and understand this Disclosure Document.

Student _______________________________


Date _________

Parent or Guardian _____________________


Date _________

Teacher _________________________________  


Date _________

I have read this form and have chosen one option from the preceding list.





Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________________________________





Telephone Number: ___________________________	Date: ____________________                                                  














