Where people go wrong on this assignment…

Lab Design  

Procedure - They do not write out the procedure step by step in outline form. Many write it out in paragraph form.

Not enough detail – Make sure to  explain it so thoroughly that you could hand your lab design to anyone on the class and they could do it perfectly just by following your instructions.

They don’t number their procedure.

Many don’t use proper terms for measurements

Doing the Lab
Remember you will get points for your participation. Usually students work very well on this lab. However, the biggest thing that students fail at is not taking lab notes.

Lab Report 

Overview – Please give a synopsis of your complete lab. You do not need to give all of the data but you do need to be complete in telling what happened. You can even include results here if you wish. This is in past tense.
Procedure – they do not give the procedure that they actually used. Many people will give only the procedure that they did for their lab design. You need to write the procedure you actually did. (Hmmm where are you going to find out the changes you have made along the way?) They do not write it in past tense. Many don’t number the procedure
Data – Many people do not give a complete data tables. Please be detailed in your data and organize all of your data in properly labeled tables.
Graphs – Many graphs are done sloppily. The graphs do not need to be computer generated. It is preferred but not required. If you do the graphs by hand make sure to use a ruler and make the graphs as accurate as possible.

Analysis – Many students do not give a complete analysis. Make sure in your analysis you tell what happened and why it happened that way. Feel free to make inferences and speculations. Most of please be detailed in your analysis. If something worked, why did it work? If something did not work, explain why it didn’t work. Also, make sure you address all variables.
Lab Notes - They do not take lab notes every day. Your lab notes are part of the final lab report. Take notes every day. Document everything.

